
Our solutions to remedy climate 
change and high energy 
burdens are failing because they 
do not account for the needs of 
those most underrepresented. 
Traditional rooftop solar is often 
touted as an easy alternative to 
participating in the extractive 
fossil fuel economy.

*According to the Initiative for Energy Justice, energy justice is defined as the goal of achieving equity in both the 
social and economic participation in the energy system, while also remediating social, economic, and health 
burdens on those historically harmed by the energy system (“frontline communities”). 

*Energy burden is defined as the percentage of household income that is spent on energy costs

(Data from https://www.aceee.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/u2006.pdf)

If we want to build a clean energy sector that can stand up to climate change, our solutions need to be representative 
of everyone’s needs. In other words, our ideas must center energy justice*. This looks like:

Today, low-income and Black, Indigenous, and People of Color 
communities are more likely to experience the negative effects of climate 
change and poor health outcomes from fossil-fuel based energy 
production. At the same time, they spend a larger share of their income on 
energy bills compared to more affluent communities. 

THE UNEVEN EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE

Low-income households spend 
3x more of their income on 
energy costs compared to the 
median spending of 
non-low-income households 

3x
higher median energy 
burden* for Black 
households than for 
non-Hispanic white 
households

43%
higher median energy 
burden for Hispanic 
households than that for 
non-Hispanic white 
households 

20%
higher median 
renter energy 
burden than that of 
the median owner

13%

ENERGY       JUSTICE

WHY IS THIS HAPPENING?

THE MISSING PIECE IS ENERGY JUSTICE

80%
OF AMERICANS ARE 
UNABLE TO ACCESS SOLAR
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OWNSHERSHIP
1/3 of Americans rent; 
others live in a condo

STRUCTURE
Those with shaded or poorly 
oriented roofs are out of luck

UPFRONT
COST
Many can’t afford the 
upfront cost or obtain 
financing
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Supporting marginalized 
communities as autonomous agents 
of change

Providing life-improving value for those 
most impacted by high energy burdens and 
the effects of climate change



When it’s time to make community-wide changes, 
residents should:

We work to make this just and democratic clean energy economy a reality by 
deploying community solar projects that are participatory, locally-controlled, and 
generate economic and environmental value. 

THE PILLARS OF DEMOCRATIC CLEAN ENERGY

1. Be meaningfully 
engaged across all project 
processes

2. Have their unique 
needs and priorities 
centered in each idea

3. Vote to decide on 
the outcomes that will 
impact them

COMMUNITY SOLAR AS THE VEHICLE FOR CHANGE

solstice-initiative.org

COMMUNITY SOLAR OFFERS HOUSEHOLDS THAT FACE ONE OR MORE ENTRY 
BARRIERS TO TRADITIONAL ROOFTOP SOLAR

THE RESULT? MORE COMMUNITIES BENEFIT FROM THE CLEAN ENERGY ECONOMY AND ARE REPRESENTED IN 
THE FIGHT AGAINST CLIMATE CHANGE 
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Access to clean energy 
projects and energy 
efficiency programs

Reduced monthly energy 
payments and local 
wealth-building 
opportunities 

The ability to shape energy-related 
decisions around workforce 
development, ownership structure, 
project siting, and more
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A solar farm gets built in your 
community. Local households like 
yours can sign up for a share of the 
farm, which is like having your own 
panels, but off your property. Your 
solar share will produce energy on 
your behalf all year round.

1
Your solar share sends its power 
through your utility’s power grid, so 
there’s no need to install anything on 
your home. You’ll get credits for the 
power your solar share produces 
applied directly to your monthly 
utility bill, bringing it down.

2
You will receive your electricity as 
normal--no change to your everyday 
life, except for the savings you get 
on your bills and the good feeling 
that comes with going green. 
Congrats! You finally get to benefit 
from clean energy.
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